
FAN GENERAL MEETING 
February 07, 2017 

 
PRESIDENT: President Carol Huddleston called meeting to order at 10 a.m. She 
welcomed members and guests to the meeting and commended the FAN activity 
groups. She encouraged members to get involved in these activity groups as a way of 
meeting new people and enhancing one’s membership experience. 
 
Minutes: Ms. Huddleston requested a motion to approve the January General Meeting 
minutes; motion was called and seconded. Vote from membership approved the 
minutes from the January 03 General Meeting. 
 
Lin Fish announced this year’s FAN donation to the Family Violence Center (FVC) at 
Northwest Assistance Ministries (NAM) in a skit featuring Cissie Alexander holding up 
a card displaying a $. Sue Behnke, Sharon Schuman, Carol Huddleston, and Markett 
Harkinson each held up her card out of sequence, revealing the numbers one at a time 
with the 7 as the final number displayed, revealing that the donation is $7500. Sheryl  
Johnson, director of the FVC accepted the donation and expressed great appreciation. 
She spoke about several ways the money may be used to close gaps within existing 
programs, e.g. providing starter kits of soap, paper towels, etc. for recipients and 
housing and go-home kits for victims of rape. When they leave a hospital, their 
clothing, shoes, etc. must be left with the police, so simple clothing will allow them to 
go home with dignity, clothed. 
 
Markett Harkinson announced the members of the nominating committee that will find 
members who potentially will serve as officers on the Board for the 2017-2018 fiscal 
year. Members of the committee are: Markett Harkinson (chair); Suzanne Hayden; Trish 
Torgersen; Charla Hannibal; Lin Fish; Mona Malone; and Sue Behnke. The proposed 
slate of officers will be announced at the March General Meeting. 
 
A funeral service for Grace Casagrande (see January 03 General Meeting minutes) will 
be held February 11 at Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church. Ms. Casagrande’s 
remains will be interred at the VA Cemetery.  
 
1st VICE PRESIDENT: Lin Fish announced next month’s program will be a 
presentation by an employees of Versona, a boutique at Willowbrook Mall. . Accessory 
trends, new spring colors, and ways to get the most out of your accessories will be 
demonstrated. 
 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT: Sherry Dunn reported a total membership of 262 women. One 
new member joined today. She stated that there are 83 women in attendance at today’s 



meeting, with 65 current FAN members and 15 Board members. Two guests attended 
today. 
 
Ms. Dunn announced that our post-meeting lunch will be at Abriza’s on Louetta close 
to Highway 249. 
 
TREASURER: Myrle Kozlowski was unable to attend the meeting today, but gave her 
report to Carol Huddleston. The current Chase Bank balance after withdrawing the 
$7500 for the charity donation is $11,362.97.  
 
NEWSLETTER: Please submit any articles for the March newsletter to Cissie 
Alexander. 
 
CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY CHARITY LUNCHEON: This year’s charity luncheon is 
completed. Sue Behnke announced that we will be deciding on our charity for the 
coming year in April rather than October as in the past. This change should facilitate 
securing donations, since many vendors want to know what charity we are supporting 
before they will contribute. Ms. Behnke requested nominations for potential charities 
from the membership. A form is available for these nominations at the back of the room 
and from Sue Behnke. 
 
ACTIVITY GROUPS: Mona Malone, Activity Group Chair, announced that FAN is 
having classes in Mah Jongg for members who would like to learn the game. If you are 
interested, please see Ms. Malone. 
 
Carol Huddleston reminded members that if we want to start a new Activity Group, we 
should see Ms. Malone, also. 
 
HISTORIAN: Sharon Schumann thanked everyone who submitted pictures to date and 
requests that everyone take pictures at their activity group meetings and submit them 
to her. She stated that cell phone pictures are acceptable. 
 
COOKIE EXCHANGE: No report. Event completed. 
 
DAY TRIPS: Sharlene Wesson was unable to attend the meeting. She communicated 
information about the next day trip through Ms. Huddleston. Members may sign up 
after today’s meeting. 
 
   Date:        March 24, 2017 
   Place:       Huntsville by bus 
   Activity:  Tour of Sam Houston property, then a visit to the Prison  
         Museum 
   Price:        $8/person 



 
SOCIALS: June McMillin announced our next social, which will be on April 20 at 
Transtar. Participants will meet at Transtar at 11 a.m. and begin with a free 1½-hour 
tour of the facility. This organization is responsible for planning how traffic will flow 
and which roads will be renovated/built. TV stations use its cameras to provide traffic 
reports. The facility has an elevator and there will be free gifts. 
 
GREETERS: Nothing to report. 
 
SPRING LUNCHEON: Ms. Dunn announced that she is looking for volunteers to form 
a committee to work on the Spring Luncheon, which will be a Mad Hatter Tea Party. A 
flier was provided giving specifics. She stated that volunteering to be on the committee 
is a great way to get to know other club members. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT: Karen Nicki, FAN member, announced a workshop for 
immigrants with green cards who currently are applying for U.S. citizenship. The 
workshop is designed to assist people in filling out the 20-page citizenship application. 
 
    Date:     February 11, 2016 
    Time:    10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
    Place:    Hosanna Lutheran Church 
 
Also, anyone who would like to volunteer for this workshop is welcome to come early 
to do so. 
 
PROGRAM: Lin Fish introduced Holly Pashette from Cypress Creek Emergency 
Medical Service (EMS), who spoke with the membership about the EMS’s history, 
function, and programs. Among the newest programs is the Stop the Bleed campaign 
that uses a newly developed device that can stop bleeding in trauma victims before 
blood loss becomes critical. Other points of interest: 
 

1. Heart attacks in women 
2. Infant/children car seat inspection every Wednesday; the agency has some 

car seats to give away when need arises. 
3. Paramedic/EMT scholarship fund, which is funded through the upcoming St. 

Patrick’s Day parade. 
4. Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs)—gave demonstration of how the 

defibrillator works and what a first responder should do to operate the 
device. 

 
Ms. Fish provided handouts related to facts about stroke and heart attack (Appendix A) 
and a summary of findings from recent research on heart attack in women (Appendix 
B). For the second part of the program, Ms. Fish introduced Rene Bonds, a volunteer 



from the American Heart Association (AHA). Ms. Bonds reviewed actions women can 
take to  care for themselves and potentially prevent heart attacks. 
 
 
   Program start: 10:27 
   Program end:  11:22 
 
 
50/50 RAFFLE: Raffle ticket sales today totaled $158; FAN will keep $79 and each of two 
drawing winners received $39.50. Today’s winners were Mary Hamilton and Virginia 
Haygood. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made and seconded for the meeting to adjourn; passed 
unanimously for an official adjournment at 11:27 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Pat Quackenbush 
FAN Secretary 2016-2017 
 
 


