
 

Friends and Neighbors Women’s Club 

Board Meeting –  

September 22, 2020 

 

 
Meeting called to order at  10:09 a.m. by Jennifer Banks, President. 

 

Present: Jennifer Banks, Mary Jo Butler, Kathy Court, Sandy Guilbeau, Emma Rice, Sherry Dunn, Linda 

Comeaux 

 

Also:  Sue Behnke, Colleen Bradford,  Lin Fish, Claudia Gallagher, Kim Gerrish, Shelley Gross, Jacquie 

Stamates, Debi Swaney, Sandi West 

 

Absent: June McMillin, Corrine Precup, Marianne Steinbacher 

 

Jennifer thanked Linda Comeaux and Kim Gerrish for the refreshments provided today. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Secretary – Sandy Guilbeau 

 

 Voted: to approve the August 18, 2020, Board Meeting Minutes. 

 

First Vice President/Programs – Mary Jo Butler  

The list of speakers for 2020-2021 was completed and submitted to Jennifer and to Debi Swaney for 

inclusion in the Directory.  The speaker for the October General Membership Meeting is Sally Davis, 

Memory Trainer, who is affiliated with the Amazing Place. 

 

Second Vice President/Membership – Kathy Court 

Kathy reported that 195 members renewed by the deadline for inclusion in the 2020-2021 Directory.  One 

member chose not to have her name listed.  FAN has 199 paid memberships.  Fifty-seven have not 

renewed and do not plan to renew.  It is expected that memberships will pick up when activities start up 

again.  The calling committee picked up four or five renewals. 

 

Treasurer – Emma Rice 

The Budget was approved on-line by more than 35% of the membership.  Mary Jo asked about getting 

FAN changed to a 501C rating that would make contributions to FAN tax deductible.  Emma said she 

would like some assistance working on this issue. 

 

Auditor – Jacquie Stamates 

No Report 

 

Newsletter – Sherry Dunn 

The draft of the Newsletter is circulating for changes/corrections.  Sherry thanked everyone who got their 

articles in on time.  She also mentioned again that getting the Newsletter via email saves FAN money. 

 

Historian – Linda Comeaux 

No Report 

 

Adviser – Sue Behnke 

No Report 

 

Greeters – Corinne Precup/Marianne Steinbacher 



 

No Report - Absent 

 

Day Trips – Sherry Dunn/Jacquie Stamates  

A trip to the George H. W. Bush Library and Lunch in College Station will be planned for when the 

Precinct 4 buses are running again.  Any requests or suggestions for future Day Trips are welcome. 

 

Ads/Publicity – Colleen Bradford 

No Report 

 

Socials – June McMillin 

No Report - Absent 

 

Overnight Trips – Sherry Dunn 

No overnight trips are planned for this year. 

 

Directory – Debi Swaney 

The Directory is ready to go to the printer for the proof.  Proofreaders assisting Debi are Linda Comeaux, 

Emma Rice, Mary Jo Butler and Jacquie Stamates.  Debi will contact them to set date and time of meeting 

for proofreading.  The lists for Activities and Speakers are still needed to be included.  

 

We have $1,875 in ads and there is room for more.  Lin offered to contact the Whistle Stop Café in 

Tomball about an ad, as the owner told Sherry Dunn she would be interested.  Lin will also visit 

Adelyne’s to pick their ad.  She also sold a Directory ad to Crust Pizza on Louetta and they will do an all-

day (11:00 to 9:00) event in November with 20% of sales donated to our charity.  Treasurer Emma Rice 

has checks from Adelyne’s and Crust Pizza.  Lin will send details to Colleen Bradford to update her Ads 

report. 

 

Activities – Lin Fish 

FAN has three new activities:  Mexican Train, New Bunco group and Houston Excursions by carpool.   

Activity Leaders are needed for these groups.  Lin is scheduling some organization meetings to work out 

Activity Leaders, etc.  Shelley Gross volunteered to lead the Mexican Train group.  Line Dancing is not 

on a regular schedule yet.  Margaret Farhadi is holding Zoom sessions.   

 

Also, Lin is seeking venues for these and other activities.  Colleen Bradford said that Ben at Oriental 

Gardens told her that the restaurant has three different areas that we could possibly use. 

 

Sunshine – Sandi West 

Sandi West’s appointment as Sunshine Coordinator was approved.  She did not have a Directory and was 

given one at the meeting.  Please contact her at arrowhead.west@yahoo.com with information on a 

member who is ill, illness in family, etc. 

 

Charity – Shelley Gross 

The Sip ‘N’ Shop is Thursday, September 24, at Adelyne’s.  Claudia said there will be wine and great 

appetizers.   You can attend in person or order on line.  A mask is preferred unless you are sipping or 

eating.  Adelyne’s has put the event on their Facebook page and it is also advertised on Next Door 

Neighbor. 

 

Kim Gerrish reported updates on other fundraising events for our charity, Children’s Transplant Initiative 

(CTI).  On October 24, there will be a mini photo shoot by Debi Swaney with all proceeds for each $25 

fee going to CTI. 

 

One Hope Wine will donate 10% of sales to CTI during October and November for all who sign up with 

them and specify FAN/CTI.  Two fundraising events that were discussed and may be held later are: 

Panera Bread (8203 Louetta) who offered to hold an event with 20% of the proceeds going to the charity 
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and My Favorite Car Wash offered a day which would provide 10% to the charity.  Logistics are still 

being worked out for these and some other businesses.  

 

Sherry said a Sip ‘N’ Shop at a Splash of Sass would be nice except one of the owners is a member and a 

member cannot benefit financially from FAN.  Lin Fish moved that an exemption to this requirement be 

made during the pandemic and that any member may offer to sponsor a fundraiser for FAN’s charity. 

Debi Swaney seconded the motion. 

 

VOTED: to suspend the bylaws section precluding a member profiting from FAN during the 

pandemic so that members may offer to sponsor fundraisers for our charity. 

 

The Sip ‘N’ Shop at Splash of Sass could be sometime in December. 

 

Lin said that Cheryl Witty’s son created a poster for our charity fundraising events.  We can reuse the 

poster by overlaying the business name. 

 

Cookie Exchange – Kim Gerrish 

Kim has submitted information to Sherry for the Newsletter.  The Cookie Exchange will be held on 

December 9 at 11:30 a.m. at Spring Creek Oaks Clubhouse #2. 

 

Luncheon Coordinator – Claudia Gallagher 

Claudia is checking out different venues for the Winter Luncheon.  She is going to check with Wild 

Stallion Vineyards on their availability.  The COVID 19 numbers are going down currently, so there’s 

hope of having the event. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Jennifer presented a possible logo for FAN and a variation will be worked on by Mary Jo and Mary Jo 

will report back at the October meeting. 

 

FAN members may write a check instead of shopping at Adelyne’s, but the check must be made out to the 

charity, Children’s Transplant Initiative, if the donor wants a tax deduction. 

 

Last month’s speaker, Debi Ronca, was excellent. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
The October 6 FAN General Membership meeting will be held at Cornerstone Church facility for Board 

members who are able to attend.  Any Board member that would like to meet via Zoom with the general 

membership is welcomed to do so. 

 

ADDENDUM 
It was noted that the Executive Board needed to approve the list of proposed programs, as required  in 

Article 8 Duties of Officers, Section 2.  To expedite information needed for Directory publication, the 

Executive Board members present reconvened to approve the speakers put forth by Mary Jo Butler, First 

Vice President/Programs.  

 

Adjourn - 

A motion was made by Mary Jo Butler, seconded by Linda Comeaux  and  

 

VOTED: to adjourn at 11:17 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

s/Sandra Guilbeau 

Sandra Guilbeau, Secretary 


