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FAN General Meeting Minutes April 1, 2014 
 

I.  The meeting was held at St. Ignacious Catholic Church. 
 

II. President Betty Horelica called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 

III. Secretaries ( Barbara Kerr and Char Marks) – Betty asked for a 
motion to approve the March General Meeting minutes.  1st – Shirley 
Limbaugh, 
2nd – Belinda Evans 
 

IV. President Betty Horelica addressed the general membership about two 
problems that have been occurring throughout  FAN.  The first problem 
involves the participation of non-FAN members in FAN activities. New 
members to FAN are finding the activity groups they would like to join 
are filled – sometimes by non-FAN members.  As a solution Betty asked 
for the leader of each activity group to take FAN membership application 
forms to her group and enroll the non-FAN people who are participating 
in that activity.  They would be welcomed in FAN.  Another solution 
Betty proposed was to have new member coffees every two months to 
help new members become more active, meet other FAN  members (new 
and existing) and perhaps find existing or form new activity groups.   
 
The second problem Betty addressed was a question about the size of 
FAN’s bank balance.  Some members would like more money donated to 
charities instead of having it remain in the FAN bank account.  
Treasurer Idalia Skates explained to the members that there are still 
activites to come that will require FAN funding.  Those include the April 
day trip to Bayou Wildlife and Zoo, the Installation Luncheon and the 
Old Board / New Board Luncheon.  In addition, Idalia stated that FAN 
carries a minimum balance of three thousand dollars. 
Shirley Limbaugh then made a motion for FAN to donate five hundred 
dollars to St. Ignacious for their generosity in charging our club a low 
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rental fee for using their facility.  Pat Prentiss seconded the motion and it 
was approved by the membership.  

   
V. Installation Luncheon (Markett Harkinson and Theresa 

Honeycheck)  -  Markett reminded everyone that the Installation 
Luncheon will be held at Shirley Acres on May 6th in place of our May 
general meeting.  The cost is $21 and everyone is invited to wear a hat in 
accord with the theme Hats Off to FAN. 
 

VI. Second Vice President/Membership (Linda Neibel) – Linda reported 
that 74 FAN members were in attendance today including 15 board 
members.  There were 5 visitors and 4 new FAN members: Pat Gilgus, 
Janice Miller, Mary Hamilton and Susie Keig.  Linda also mentioned that 
she had a few of this year’s directories available on a first come, first 
served  basis to anyone who needed one.  

 
VII. Day Trips (Sharlene Wesson, absent) – It was reported that the April 

Safari day trip is full, but that a waiting list has been started and anyone 
who still wants to go may sign up on the waiting list. 

 
VIII. Nominating Committee Chairman (Kathy Michalski) – Kathy 

presented the nominees for next year’s board.  Nominees are:                                 
Historian – Mona Malone 
Newsletter Editor – Clarita Doussan (incumbent) 

               Treasurer – Idalia Skates (incumbent) 
      Secretary – Kathy Michalski 
               Second Vice President/Membership – Pat Quackenbush 
      First Vice President/Programs – Markett Harkinson 
      President – Betty Horelica (incumbent) 
 

A vote was then taken to approve and elect the nominees as next year’s 
official FAN executive board.  The nominees were elected in a landslide. 

 
IX. First Vice President/Programs – (Margaret Burgess)  Margaret 

introduced our guest speaker, Jane Swanzy lifetime committee member 
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and  head of the student art competition for the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo. Technical difficulties with the media equipment ensued, so 
President Betty Horelica used the extra time to recognize some hard-
working FAN members:   
Sharon Gardner and her hospitality team were given praise for the 
wonderful job they have done this year arriving early to make coffee and 
setting up for refreshments. 
LuAnn Kubis and the greeters she heads were also given kudos for the 
warm and friendly welcomes they have provided at every FAN meeting. 
Judi Jeske and Joy Farrell received praise for their work distributing 
name tags prior to the meetings and picking up afterward. 
Sue Muller (Historian) thanked all the activity groups who have sent 
photos to her and Margie Rogers (Historian) to use in the scrapbook 
which will be presented to President Betty Horelica at the Installation 
Luncheon in May.   
 

X. 50/50 Idalia Skates (Treasurer) – Idalia reported the statistics for the 
April 50/50 drawing were: 
 
Total:      $138.00 
FAN:        $69.00 
Winners:   $34.50 each 
 
Idalia then reported that FAN had earned $400.00 this year from its 
portion of  the 50/50 drawing.  The holders of the winning tickets were: 
Linda Nagel and new member Mary Hamilton. 
 
At this point it was decided that it would not be possible to use Ms. 
Swanzy’s visual presentation, so she spoke to us about the many 
important aspects of the Student Art Competition for the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. Some of the interesting facts she presented 
were: 

§ The student art competition started in 1964 with a Go Texan Poster 
competition 
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§ Over 300,000 pieces of art are created each year in categories such 
as painting, mixed media, monochromatic drawing and colored 
drawing for the competition 

§ A Grand Champion and a Reserve Grand Champion are selected 
for elementary, middle school and high school art pieces 

§ An auction of the winning pieces of art raises large sums of money 
for scholarships: 2013’s Grand Champion piece won $206,000 and 
the Reserve Grand Champion won $195,000.  

§ Art works from the competition can be viewed online at: 
rodeohouston.com   
Ms. Swanzy encouraged us to view the artwork online since we 
were not able to see her visual presentation.   

 
President Betty Horelica thanked Margaret Burgess (First Vice 
President/Programs) for the wonderful job she has done providing 
interesting and varied programs for FAN this year.  Linda Neibel 
(Second Vice President/Membership) reminded everyone that  only 
checks would be accepted for membership renewal fees.  
 

XI. Meeting Adjourned by President Betty Horelica at 10:58 a.m. 
Motion to adjourn: Margie Rogers 
Second: Sue Muller 

 
 

 
 
 

                
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Char Marks, Co-Secretary 
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