
 

 

Friends and Neighbors of 1960 

Board Meeting – September 18, 2018 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Sue Behnke, President. 

 

Present:  Sue Behnke, Brenda Hannah, Lin Fish, Debbie Britland, Idalia Skates, Cissie Alexander, Carol 

Huddleston. 

 

Also Extended Board Members Mona Malone, Sharlene Nelson, Jennifer Banks, Sherry Dunn, Jacquie 

Stamates, June McMillin, Sharlene Wesson, Harolene Hartley, Linda Nagel, Char Marks, Myrle Kozlowski. 

 

Absent: Tracy Lalor, Sharon Schumann. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Secretary – Lin Fish 

 Because distribution of August minutes was delayed, they will be emailed, corrected and presented at 

the October meeting, per Sue Behnke. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Debbie Britland 

 Bank balance as of August 31 was $12,528.27. Large expenses paid last month were $1683.20 for 

printing Directory; $422.8 for printing new brochure; and $403.00 for liability insurance. 

 

First Vice President – Brenda Hannah 

 Bobby Lieb of the Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce will talk about a new phone app the 

Chamber developed in response to residents’ calls and needs for information that arose during Hurricane 

Harvey in 2017. 

 Sharlene Wesson asked if a few minutes could be set aside for a representative of the Great Age 

Movement, which will be a Day Trip in February. The organization’s goal is to get golden agers in the Houston 

area physically moving and more involved, including trips to museums and exercise programs. 

 Following discussion, it was agreed that Sharlene and Brenda would work out the details for a brief 

presentation at the November 6 General Meeting. 

 

Second Vice President – Tracy Lalor 

 Tracy was absent, and Cissie Alexander expressed kudos for Tracy’s timely response to Cissie’s 

requests for information. 

 

Auditor – Sharon Schumann 

 Absent. No report. 

 

Newsletter – Cissie Alexander 

 Cissie thanked members for sending reports in a timely way and agreed to acknowledge via email as she 

receives reports, so that members know she has them. 

 

Historian – Idalia Skates 

 No report. Send photos. 

 

Activities – Mona Malone 

 Mona expressed frustration with the process for verifying a member’s dues are current, and she is 

eligible to enjoy FAN activities. Mona asked if she could get the information from the Treasurer more quickly 



 

than it’s available from Membership. Following discussion of several ideas, it was determined that the 2nd Vice 

President/Membership can scan a check transmittal form following each General Meeting and email it to the 

Activities Chair as well as to the Treasurer. 

 It was reported that some members decline to complete the membership information form, frustrating 

2nd VP, Tracy, who spends a great deal of time attempting to compile a complete membership profile.  

 Consensus was that digital distribution of FANfare is standard and that members without up-to-date info 

on file have no reason to complain if they do not receive timely information, as when a meeting site must be 

changed in an emergency. 

 Mona said that she will speak briefly at the October 4 General Meeting about how she and co-chair 

Linda Neibel can support members who want to start new activity groups. 

 

Cookie Exchange – Sharlene Nelson 

 Event will be Wednesday, December 12, at the Spring Creek Oaks clubhouse at Bur Oak and TC Jester. 

 

Christmas Charity Luncheon – Jennifer Banks  

• Jennifer showed a prototype of the Santa Claus cap name tag created by Linda Comeaux. They will be 

somewhat larger than the sample. 

• Lin Fish noted she purchased double-faced Scotch foam tape (on sale) for the name tags. 

• Cissie asked about the process to produce the names from the computerized registration list, including 

large font first name, smaller font surname and tinier font for table number assignment. 

• Jennifer displayed a sample of the planned party favor and asked members to look for  Ghirardelli 

chocolates on sale. 

• She has purchased inexpensive selfie sticks for luncheon guests to take “Selfies with Santa.” 

• She showed a “Best Friday Ever” plastic cup she created as thank-you gifts for the 14 clients of Home 

Place Texas who comprise the Handbell Choir and the Chorale; they are providing musical 

entertainment at the luncheon. Idalia and Myrle Kozlowski will fill 14 cups with candies and cellophane 

wrap them for Santa to give to the musicians as they leave. 

• Home Place Founder June Jones is expected to speak briefly. 

• Jennifer is donating a pair of Kendra Scott earrings to raffle; other items in the $50 to $100 value range 

would be welcome for raffling. 

• Discussion ensued about the “50/50” raffle. Board members commented they had expected raffle 

winners last year to contribute some of their winnings to the charity; two winners received several 

hundred dollars each. Ideas suggested: 

➢ Make the split 75/25, with a majority of the proceeds going to our charity. 

➢ Divide the guests’ share among more winners to keep interest high. 

➢ Lowering the payout may result in fewer tickets being sold. 

➢ Jennifer was asked to consider the possibilities and recommend a process to the Board. 

➢ Carol Huddleston will manage décor; Board members were asked to loan 15” to 18” tall Santa 

figures that could become centerpieces. An informal poll of Board members indicated at least 30 

Santa figures could be loaned, plus a few taller (36” or so). 

➢ The Santa figures will hold table numbers in their hands. 

➢ Cissie will be the point person with Northgate County Club. 

➢ Barbara Bolz withdrew as Silent Auction Chair; Debbie Britland volunteered to take her place. 

➢ Debbie will need 5-6 volunteers to sell raffle tickets. Sue Behnke suggested that a few of them walk 

throughout the room, selling tickets, a practice that will be used at General Meetings. 

➢ Myrle proposed making small flyers promoting the luncheon and asking our advertisers/business 

friends to display them. Lin observed that some method for viewers to follow up would be needed 

for this to be effective as the FAN Web site is not supposed to be open to the public, only to 

members because it carries FAN business documents, members’ names and photos, etc. Only the 

Facebook page is for public access. 



 

➢ Brief skit with Santa and Mrs. Claus talking about the “naughty and nice” lists may be planned for 

the November General Meeting. FAN would lead the list of “nice” for its charitable activities, 

thereby promoting the charity luncheon. 

 

Greeters – Sherry Dunn 

• Asking last month’s seven Greeters to escort guests to the Activities Desk, inviting guests to lunch and 

so on proved successful in making guests feel welcome. 

• More Greeters are needed. 

 

Directory – Sherry Dunn  

• Copies available for Board members. 

• Sue reported she sent a thank-you note to each advertiser with a copy of their ad and a copy of the 

Directory cover. She also is sending a copy of FANfare to each business featured in “FAN Friends.” 

 

Day Trips – Sharlene Wesson, Linda Nagel, Harolene Hartley 

• There is room for several more to enjoy the October 30 trip to the Lanier Theological Library, with 

Dutch-treat lunch at Bluewater Grill on FM 2920. 

• Reminder that bus will depart from northeast corner of Spring-Cypress and Champion Forest Dr., with 

parking near McDonald’s. 

• Lin volunteered to hang out at the former departure site to redirect anyone who missed multiple notices 

of this change. 

• The committee is looking into a trip to the “Castle” in Bellville, as has been suggested. 

• Sherry reported that a group from her subdivision went to Hemi’s Hideaway, an outing previously 

enjoyed by FAN members. It has been enlarged; the admission fee is now $10 per person, which the 

owner matches and donates to the Brookwood Community. 

 

Spring Luncheon – Lin Fish 

 A back-up site has been secured, should Faithbridge not be available to FAN on April 30.  

 

Publicity – Myrle Kozlowski  

 Notices have been placed in Impact, area newspapers and several neighborhood newsletters. 

 

Socials – June McMillan and Jacquie Stamates 

Space available for a few guests at Ambriza on September 29 at 5:30. Contact June. 

 

Sunshine – Char Marks  

 A card has been sent to Mary Ann Lucas, whose husband, Hank, is now in hospice care. 

 

Web site and Facebook – Jennifer Banks 

 The Web site is a work in progress. Soon to be posted: Home Place is our charity; “Santa Claus is 

Coming to Town” Christmas lunch theme; and a list of Extended Board members. 

 

Charity - Jennifer Banks 

• Jennifer has asked Lena Habiby to co-chair the Charity project and perhaps chair it in the future; it was 

Lena who nominated the Home Place of Texas as our charity. She had visited with her friend Ann 

Moore, who is now a FAN member. 

• The Home Place staff appreciated the coupons collected at September General Meeting. 

 

Overnight Trips – Margaret Burgess 

• The trip to San Marcos will be March 21-22. Sign-up will begin in January. 



 

• Margaret visited San Marcos recently and selected restaurants for lunch (Palmer’s and Blue Dahlia) and 

plans Thursday’s dinner in Gruene. 

• A glass-bottom boat ride will be set for Friday morning. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. January Meeting Date and Location 

• Brenda has a list of possible sites that she is exploring. 

 

B. 40th Anniversary Celebration 

• Carol Huddleston is chairing committee. More participation/ideas welcome. 

• Kathy Michalski suggested a tea and she is thinking about chairing one. 

• A group of Board members met to generate ideas for small and larger celebrations at each month’s 

General Meeting. Among the ideas: 

a. Introduce long-time members and past presidents (10 still are members) in October. 

b. “FAN Then and Now” Skit in January with four members playing cards and comparing early 

days with activities now. 

c. Honor all Past Presidents in February (Valentine’s). Share addresses of any you know with Carol 

so that FAN can send an individual invite for them to attend and be honored. 

• Sue will email notes of that meeting to the Board for information and to stimulate ideas. 

 

Adjournment 

It was moved, seconded and  

VOTED: to adjourn at 11:25 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lin Fish, Secretary 


