
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WOMEN’S CLUB 

General Meeting April 2, 2024 

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am. The March general 
meeting minutes were emailed to the whole membership. Barbara 
Alcamo called for a motion to accept the minutes as is, and Linda 
Comeaux seconded it. The motion was voted on and passed. Today’s 
post-meeting luncheon will be at Carrabba’s.  

Kim Gerrish, President, will do the financial report for Karren Sims, 
Treasurer. During the March Board Meeting, the Board decided to 
invest $10,000 in 2 separate – 2-month CDs. One was opened in March 
with Kim and Barbara Pack, Secretary, at Chase Bank for $5000. A 
second one for $5000 will be opened in April. These CDs are 
automatically renewable. Once this gets going, FAN will have access to 
$5000 each month if needed. This starts our Emergency Investment 
fund and allows our money to work for us. Our bank balance is 
$16,881.25 with an income of $687.50 and expenses of $6645.62. 

Cynthia Payne will be filling in for Mary Papageorge, Charity Chair. It is 
now time to choose the charity for next year. Choice one is Bridging for 
Tomorrow, which assists families, single mothers, and children in the 
Klein and Aldine areas. Choice two is Inspiration Ranch, which works 
with children, youth, and adults with physical, emotional, and social 
disabilities. Choice three is Montgomery County Women’s Center, 
which believes in the right of all persons to live without fear, abuse, 
oppression, and violence. Voting took place and will be announced 
later. 

Voting will now take place for the Executive Board for 2024-2025. Kathy 
Court announced the slate of nominees: Kim Gerrish, President; Sandy 
Darst, 1st VP of Programs; Gayla Baker, 2nd VP of Membership; 



Marybeth Magallanes, Secretary; Karren Sims, Treasurer; Gail Stone, 
Auditor; Laurie Nimberger, Newsletter Editor; and Claudia Gallagher, 
Historian. The membership voted unanimously and by acclamation to 
approve the slate of nominees. An installation ceremony will take place 
at the Spring Luncheon. 

Mary Ales, Activity Chair, reports that we now have a leader for 
Mexican Train 3, Barbara Pack. The summer lunch group is back. Kathy 
Court is in charge of that group. It will meet on the first Tuesday of 
June, July, and August. 

Carolyn Grimes, Day Trips Chair, reports that May 10th is the last day 
trip for this year. It is Houston’s Past and Most Notable Residents with 
lunch at the cloisters. 

Claudia Gallagher, the Historian, says she would like everyone, 
especially activity chairpersons, to submit photos so she can upload 
them to Snapfish and use them in a presentation this fall. 

Donna Morris, Stayin’ Alive for 45 Spring luncheon Chair, reports the 
luncheon will be on May 7th. Tickets are sold out, and there is a waiting 
list. It will be held at Glennloch Pines Gold Club. 

Gayla Baker, 2nd VP of Membership, announced that 91 are in 
attendance today. New members were announced. We also have three 
guests. It is time to renew our memberships. We no longer have to fill 
out the form if nothing has changed. 

Our guest speaker today is Johnny Carrabba. His speech was very 
interesting and informative. He took us on a journey through his family 
history. He gave a lot of credit to three special women in his life: his 
mother and his two grandmothers. 

The votes have been counted, and our charity for next year is 
Montgomery County Women’s Center. 



The 50/50 raffle raised $271. We have three winners: Cathy Harrison, 
Helene Levar, and Susie Cody. 

The next General Meeting will be on September 3rd at 10:00 a.m., with 
a mixer starting at 9:30 a.m. Please read your FANfare newsletter for 
up-to-date information. Please pick up tote bags and sign up for Day 
Trips and Activities. 

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded and, by a 
show of hands, passed. 

 

 

 


