
 

Friends and Neighbors Women’s Club 

Board Meeting – October 20, 2020 

 
Meeting called to order at 10:03 a.m. by Jennifer Banks, President. 

 

Present: Jennifer Banks, Mary Jo Butler, Kathy Court, Sandy Guilbeau, Emma Rice, Sherry Dunn, Linda 

Comeaux 

 

Also:  Sue Behnke, Colleen Bradford,  Lin Fish, Claudia Gallagher, Kim Gerrish, Shelley Gross, June 

McMillin, Jacquie Stamates, Debi Swaney, Sandi West 

 

Absent:  Corrine Precup, Marianne Steinbacher 

 

REPORTS 

 

Secretary – Sandy Guilbeau 

A couple of corrections need to be made to the September Board Meeting Minutes before they can be 

approved. 

 

First Vice President/Programs – Mary Jo Butler  

The list of speakers for 2020-2021 will be sent to Sherry Dunn for inclusion in the Newsletter.  Stacey 

Wales, a certified health and personal development coach, will speak at the November 3 General Meeting 

on “Keeping Passion and Purpose in Life.” 

 

Second Vice President/Membership – Kathy Court 

Kathy reported that FAN stands at 199 members.  She has the FAN brochures with her if you need to 

replenish your supply.  She has had some inquiries about when activities will be starting up again.  She 

has run a report of the membership with birthdays listed for Sherry to publish in the Newsletter.  She also 

stated that most of the members, who receive the Newsletter by U.S. Mail, did not renew.  Kathy said she 

is going to send the Newsletter via email to everyone and see what kind of response she receives. 

 

Treasurer – Emma Rice 

The bank balance is $16,869.93.  The income year-to-date is $3,850 from Directory ads and membership 

dues and expenses year-to-date are $850.18.  Emma has currently collected $120 from members for our 

charity.  Mary Jo is contacting a friend to determine what steps need to be taken for an exemption for 

charitable organizations in the state of Texas.  Emma will contact FAN’s CPA, Jill Heinzen of Richard 

Breedlove & Company, about the matter. 

 

Auditor – Jacquie Stamates 

No Report 

 

Newsletter – Sherry Dunn 

Sherry is passing the Newsletter draft around for changes.  She mentioned the new feature in the 

Newsletter recognizing members’ birthdays.  Please let her know if you do not want yours listed. 

 

Historian – Linda Comeaux 

No Report 

 

Adviser – Sue Behnke 

No Report 

 

Greeters – Corinne Precup/Marianne Steinbacher 

No Report - Absent 



 

 

Activities – Lin Fish 

A number of ladies showed up to the organization meetings for the new activities.  The Houston 

Excursion group is going to the Brookwood Community in Brookshire on Friday, November 6, and will 

have lunch (Dutch treat) and enjoy the beautiful decorations.  Sherry Dunn is organizing this trip.  A trip 

to Bayou Bend is being planned by Linda Comeaux in December.  The plan is to have an excursion every 

month.  Some are free and some have an admission fee. 

 

Shelley Gross is the Activity Leader for Mexican Train 2 and plans to meet on the second Wednesday of 

the month at 11:15 a.m. with the location to be determined.  The group will eat first and then play.  Lin is 

developing a list of venues for this and other activities. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please 

contact Lin. 

 

Day Trips – Sherry Dunn/Jacquie Stamates  

No Report 

 

Ads/Publicity – Colleen Bradford 

Colleen is posting the Photo Shoot on Next Door.  There are four or six slots still available.  It will take 

place on October 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Doerre Intermediate School. 

 

Socials – June McMillin 

Because of COVID, June will wait until Spring to plan an event. 

 

Overnight Trips – Sherry Dunn 

No Report 

 

Directory – Debi Swaney 

The final proof of the Directory went to Krailo and will be ready later this week.  Plans need to be made 

for distribution.  Debi will know the final cost for printing when the Directories are picked up. 

 

Sunshine – Sandi West 

Sandi has sent Sunshine wishes to Susan Busler, Valerie Murray and Debi Swaney. 

 

Charity – Shelley Gross 

A fundraiser will be held at Crust Pizza on Louetta from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on November 11 with 

20% going to CTI.  There are still spots for the Photo Shoot with all proceeds going to the charity.   

 

Fundraising - Kim Gerrish 

Kim reported the following donations: 

 

 $475 from Sip ‘N’ Shop at Adelyne’s delivered directly to CTI 

 $100 from Colleen Bradford 

 $500 check to CTI from Klein Funeral Home on behalf of FAN 

 

Colleen is planning to meet with a car dealership for a donation.  One Hope Wine will donate 10% during 

the month of October and November. 

 

Cookie Exchange – Kim Gerrish 

The Cookie Exchange will be held on December 9 at 11:30 a.m. at Spring Creek Oaks Clubhouse #2.  

Kim has had six sign up as of today.  The Clubhouse is limited to 30 people because of COVID and she 

believes we need to have at least 25 attendees to make it viable. 

 

 

 



 

Luncheon Coordinator – Claudia Gallagher 

There are concerns about holding the luncheon in January because of COVID.  Claudia said Harris 

County looks good now, but no one is able to predict how long this will last.  The question is how many 

would attend in January if things remain as they are presently.  Due to the present levels and all of the 

unknowns, it was decided to move the luncheon to be our Spring Luncheon in May.  Due to the lateness 

of the luncheon, we will not hold an auction for the charity.  All of the year’s prior fundraiser donations 

will go directly to our Children’s Transplant Initiative charity. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

A decision was made to have two pickup points for distribution of the directories.  They are Meyer Park 

on the south side of Cypresswood on November 4 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and Crust Pizza on 

November 11 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   The members will be notified by email.  A motion was made 

by Shelley Gross for these two venues as Directory distribution points of the FAN Directory and 

seconded by Colleen Bradford 

 

 VOTED: to approve Directory pickup locations at Meyer Park and Crust Pizza. 

 

There will be a roster of the membership and a signature is needed for each Directory picked up. 

 

Mary Jo is working on the FAN logo as well as information from last month’s speaker, Sally Davis for 

the Newsletter. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The December meeting will be a Sip ‘N’ Shop at A Splash of Sass from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  There 

will be a short meeting and we will not have a speaker for December. Mary Jo will change the speaker to 

another month.  The logistics need to be worked out, i.e., what they will provide, what we provide, how 

many people will the store accommodate and table and chairs for the meeting portion of the event.  A 

Splash of Sass will donate 20% net to CTI. 

 

There will be an email survey going out asking how many members would be willing to attend the 

General Meetings in person with social distancing in place for the new year.  We do not know when 

Faithbridge will reopen.  This will be brought up at the November meeting. 

 

Sherry Dunn has emailed Brix Wine Bar in the Vintage about fundraising for CTI, but has not yet heard 

from them.  Sue Behnke mentioned that they usually have a special menu with set prices for charity. 

 

Kim asked if we wanted to have fundraising events in January and February.  This will be discussed later. 

 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace will hold a build on November 7 and wanted FAN to sponsor that build, but it 

was decided not to commit at this time. 

 

Adjourn - 

A motion was made by Linda Comeaux and seconded by Colleen Bradford 

 

VOTED: to adjourn at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

s/Sandra Guilbeau 

Sandra Guilbeu, Secretary 


