
Friends and Neighbors Women’s Club 
General Meeting – March 7, 2023 

 
Meeting called to order at 10:05 by Kathy Court, President 

 Called for motion to accept minutes of February 7, 2023, General Meeting 
o Motion made by Bert Forbes, seconded by Diane Webb 

Voted to accept the minutes of the February 7, 2023 General Meeting 
 Members were reminded of three activities available for sign-up at today’s meeting: 

o Spring Social – Sam Houston Race Park March 18 
o Spring Luncheon – Shirley Acres May 2 
o Bus Trip – Houston Cultural Tour April 28 

 Claudia Gallagher, 2nd VP Membership, introduced our five guests along with their hosts.  Each 
guest and host received a 50/50 raffle ticket. 

o Dawn McKensie hosted by Rena Malinowski 
o Susan Zagryn hosted by Ernye Zawitkowski 
o Susan Helms hosted by Jacqueline Webster 
o Mary Murray hosted by Margaret Farhadi 
o Connie Diaz invited by Marilyn Ablard who was unable to attend today 

 Linda Comeaux, Historian, announced that Debi Swaney was lone recipient of 50/50 raffle ticket 
for submitting photo. 

 Today’s post-meeting lunch, arranged by Marianne Steinbacher, Greeters Chairperson, will be at 
Campioni’s.   

 
Advisor – Jennifer Banks 
Jennifer introduced the slate of officers for the upcoming year and gave a short bio on each candidate.  
They are: 

President  Kim Gerrish 
1st VP – Programs Sandy Darst 
2nd VP – Membership Gayla Baker 
Secretary  Barbara Pack 
Treasurer  Karren Sims 
Auditor   Gail Stone 
Newsletter  Laurie Nimberger 
Historian  Claudia Gallagher 
Advisor   Kathleen Court 

 
This slate, plus any nominations received by March 31, will be voted on at the April General Meeting.  
Elected Officers will be installed at the May Spring Luncheon on May 2.   
 
Treasurer – Debi Swaney 
FAN’s bank balance as of February 28, 2023, is $19,974.42. 
  



 
Activities – Mary Ales 
We have several new activities, namely Crazy Quilters, Canasta and two National Mah Jongg groups.  
Mary recognized that some of our members are frustrated that so many of FAN’s activities are full, but 
recommended that members on the wait list consider being a group leader for a new group.  She will 
help you get started.   
 
Spring Luncheon – Susan Butler and Laurie Nimberger 
The theme for our Spring Luncheon is Cruisin’ Through Spring.  It will be held on May 2 at Shirley Acres.  
Doors open at 11:30 a.m.  Cost is $45.  Each attendee will receive a ticket for door prizes, and raffle 
tickets will be sold for a 50/50 raffle.   
Request for volunteers included someone with a Cricut machine for a mystery project.  Volunteers are 
also needed for day of event support, including greeters, registration and photo ops.   
Registration forms are available today and in the March issue of FANfare.  Seating is eight ladies per 
table.   
 
Charity – Diane Webb 
The committee has five charities under consideration; they have paid visits to each one.  Deadline to 
submit suggestions is March 10.  All charities will be presented to the board at their March meeting and 
three will be selected for general membership vote at April general meeting.  Representatives from each 
of the three charities will be invited to give a short presentation at the April general meeting.   
 
Social – Jacquie Stamates 
Today is the deadline to sign up for the spring social at Sam Houston Race Park on March 18.  The cost is 
$34.99 which includes buffet lunch.  Attendees will need to purchase their program and alcoholic drinks, 
it desired.  We will be seated on the top floor of the Winner’s Circle.  Jacquie reminded members that 
spouses/partners are invited to attend.   
 
Membership – Claudia Gallagher 
As of today, we have 252 FAN Members (above our annual goal of 250).  After some research, Claudia 
found that in 2014-15, FAN had around 300 members.  Maybe our goal for next year??  The membership 
renewal campaign will kick-off in April with new form included in April FANfare and available on the 
website April 1.   
 
Programs – Karren Sims 
Karren gave us a teaser for the program in April, a highly regarded men’s a cappella quartet will 
entertain us.   
Karren introduced program speaker, Sherri Harrah from Plants for All Seasons.  She presented to us the 
Secret Life of Soil.  Unbelievably fascinating and informative presentation.   
 
50/50 Raffle – Debi Swaney 
Total raffle ticket sales today were $192, which meant each of our two winners received $48.  The two 
winners were Gail Stone and Dorothy Parmenter.   
 
Adjournment 
Kathy called for motion to adjourn.  It was moved  by Etta Gager and seconded by Sandra Guilbeau.  
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. with wishes for a Happy St. Patrick’s Day. 


