
Friends And Neighbors Women’s Club 

Board Meeting – June 15, 2021 

Meeting called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Kathy Court, President. 

Present:  Kathy Court, Sherry Dunn, Claudia Gallagher, Sandi West, Debi Swaney, June McMillin, Kim 
Gerrish, Lin Fish, Jennifer Banks. 

Also:  Margaret Farhadi, Carol Huddleston, Noemi Sirisaengtaksin, Sandy Darst, Colleen Bradford, , 
Jacquie Stamates, Shelley Gross, Linda Comeaux, Barbara Pack 

Absent:  Marianne Steinbacher, Diane Webb 

President – Kathy Court:  Focus for the year:  Get activities up and running and get the FAN name out to 
the community.   

NextDoor is a good resource, but we need to follow-up when we get requests for information. Another 
source to get information to the public is handing out the Friends And Neighbors brochures. 

Communication- Kathy relies on email as the main communication avenue.  She will use Text messages if 
she needs a quick answer or a phone call if information is needed immediately.  Face Book is not readily 
used by Kathy; she will need help learning how and what to post to the Face Book page... 

There are still some Extended Board leadership positions that need to be filled.  One is the Cookie 
Exchange, and it was brought to Kathy’s attention that Helen Moorman is interested in this position.  
She will contact her.  Another position is for Fundraising Ideas. 

First Vice-President/Programs: Sherry Dunn:  Sherry has contacted Lakewood United Methodist Church 
to see about holding our monthly General Membership meetings.  She should have an answer in a day 
or so.  This location is centrally located and has better parking.  It appears the rent for this location will 
be approximately $150.00 per month. 

Sherry is also working on the Program line-up for the year.  Right now she has The Woodlands Show 
Choir set to perform at the September General Meeting.  

Second Vice-President/Claudia Gallagher:  She has received notification of 25 new members.  Some 
members are back this year that did not renew last year.  As of now, we have about 160 members.  Lists 
of names of members in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 who have not yet renewed were distributed amount 
the board members present.  Board members were asked to contact anyone they know who has not 
renewed and encourage them to do so.  It was also noticed that we have some Activity Group Leaders 
who did not renew this year or last year.  Margaret Farhadi took note of this and will be contacting 
those Group Leaders. 

Secretary-Sandi West:  Sandi would appreciate it if you are making a report, to please submit the 
information in writing so that she gets the correct information.  Board members will be asked to provide 
bullet points for their planned reports which Kathy will incorporate into the agenda. 

Treasurer:  Debi Swaney:  The Bank signatures have been changed.  Debit cards have been received.  A 
suggestion was made that we provide ZELLE as an option for people to pay for membership or activities.  
The problem with this option is that there would not be a Membership form attached and it would be 
time consuming to track.  The budget has not been finalized.  A separate meeting will occur soon and 
will have the new budget ready for the Board to review by the August meeting. 

Auditor: June McMillin:  June is still working on the process.  She will have a committee by the July 
Board meeting and will present report at the August board meeting. 



Advisor:  Jennifer Banks: Jennifer received a note from CTI, thanking the group for our generous 
donation.  She also thanked everyone on the previous board for their hard work. 

Newsletter-Kim Gerrish:  The June newsletter has been sent to all active members plus 2019-2020 
members who did not renew.  The next newsletter deadline is JULY 16. There was discussion about the 
August newsletter to focus on all activities.  She would like each leader to write a small report, including 
when the activity meets and if training is available.  She would like groups to take pictures occasionally 
to include in the newsletter. 

Historian:  Lin Fish:  Lin asked the board members to take pictures at events, meetings, activities, etc., to 
support documenting the year’s activities for the President’s Photo Book. 

Activities – Margaret Farhadi:  Margaret has made an excel spreadsheet of all the activity groups.  She 
sent out an email to all Group leaders, requesting updated information.  She recently corresponded with 
2 new members who requested information about what activities are offered.  She also corresponded 
with one member who would like to start a new group “Weekly Coffee Clutch”.  She encouraged her to 
do so and she would provide assistance to help her sign up interested members in the next general 
meeting.  Margaret’s focus in the coming months is to find a method to organize the general meeting 
sign-up procedures, will try using color coordinated signs and table coverings to designate separated 
areas for different activity groups.  She will search out new activities that may be of interest to 
members. She will continue to try to locate a place to hold Line Dancing.  She will be planning an article 
for the newsletter to provide members of the group activities schedules.  She will be updating the 
Activity Group leaders and member information to determine who is active and who isn’t, as well as 
which are open or closed.  In order to facilitate learning board members names, she suggested we wear 
name tags.  Claudia Gallagher has name badges on lanyards for all Board members and she will bring 
them to the next meeting for all to wear. 

Holiday Lunch-Carol Huddleston:  Carol is working on the Christmas luncheon.  She is working on the 
lunch menu.  She will need to let the location know 2 weeks in advance, the number of people 
attending.  The theme will be Silver Bells.  A room has been reserved and a deposit has been made.  
Given the theme, it was suggested to get a bell choir to perform. 

Cookie Exchange: Kathy Court will be contacting the possible chair for this event.  It will be held on 
December 15 at Spring Creek Oaks, Club House #2 

Daytime Bus Trips- Noemi Sirisaengtaksin: Most government areas are still closed.  Some suggestions 
that were discussed were the Houston Ship Channel, Boat Tours, Painted Church, Castle, Federal 
Reserve, and Texas Quilt Museum.  She will have a signup sheet for bus day trips available at the 
September General Meeting. 

Sunshine-Shelley Gross:  Shelley asked that anyone who has any requests for Sunshine cards to be sent 
to send her information via text or phone call.  She has sent out some cards recently.  She will be 
sending cards for sympathy, thinking of you, get well. 

Directory-Sandy Darst:  Sandy has talked to two different printers to get bids.  Krailo has printed the 
FAN directory for the last several years and she hopes to use the same printer as they are familiar with 
our set up.  She would like to delay the deadline to make it easier for the printer to complete the job 
and to allow for more names to be included.  The By-laws state that a member must pay her dues prior 
to July 1st in order to be included in the directory.  Lin Fish made the motion that the board approve an 
exception to the By-laws:  All members who have paid on or before September 7 (General Meeting date) 
will be included in the directory.  Margaret Farhadi seconded the motion. 

Sandy will receive updated membership roster by September 10 to be passed on to the printer.  Other 
sections of the directory can be finalized prior to this date.  After receiving the proof back from the 



printer, Sandy will assimilate a group to proofread everything in the directory for accuracy.  The new 
directory will be available for distribution at the October 5 General Meeting. 

Charity-Linda Comeaux:  Linda reminded everyone that our Charity for this year is Living Legacy and 
they have a Farmers Market each Saturday.  They sell a variety of fruits and vegetables and local honey.  
She also presented Jennifer Banks with her Photo Book from last year.   

Publicity & Directory Ads-Colleen Bradford: Colleen said that the Nextdoor App is a good way to 
publicize our group.  We are always looking for new members.  She would also like one person from 
each subdivision to send an article to their individual community newsletter to promote membership in 
FAN. There was a lot of discussion and it was mentioned that Colleen should write up an article that she 
thinks would be best and forward to all board members so that they would then be able to submit to 
their community newsletter.  Another way to promote the group is to hand out the FAN brochure.  
(Claudia will bring a supply of these to the next Board Meeting?) 

Greeters Chair – Marianne Steinbacher:  Unless Marianne needs help, we will not have a co-chair for 
this position this year.  We have a lot of greeter volunteers. 

 Spring Luncheon- Diane Webb: Absent 

Overnight Trips:  Open  Kathy indicated that she is not sure if this will be filled this year.  Focus more on 
the local trips. 

Socials- Jacquie Stamates:  There was a great deal of discussion concerning the use of the term Socials.  
It was determined that this is an opportunity to invite spouses or significant others to meet and greet.  
This is usually held two times per year.  Some suggestions made were Houston TransStar Center and the 
Sam Houston Horse track.  Jacquie will check on these options. 

Web Manager-Barbara Pack:   Barbara stated she is still in the learning process.  She will be checking 
with Word press to see how to get the Admin changed.  The person that originally set up this website is 
currently not an active member of FAN.  She will be updating the site to reflect changes for 2021-2022, 
including board members, general meeting venue, general meeting programs, etc.   

There was discussion on what we want our website to look like.  The main thing mentioned is that it 
needs to be user friendly so if someone searches for “Women’s groups”, FAN will pop up.  Right now, it 
does not since we do not have Women’s Group in the title.   

Lin Fish is working on a logo for our group.   

Suggestion was made to create a Brand, which would include a Logo, and mission statement; to use in 
Face Book, our website and on our letterhead.   

The next Board meeting is on July 20, 2021 at 10:00 AM 

Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn was made by Colleen Bradford and seconded by Debi Swaney. 

Voted:  to adjourn at 12:15 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sandi West, Secretary 


